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SICK PAY OFER 

FOR! 

HEALTH WOFIKERS 


FALKLANDS? 


Hk wpnn of hospital workers to the call for i one day strike on 
• lone in protest at the government’a waps offer was an overwhelm- 
ini an c oea r , bit already the tactics and orientation of the dispute are 
befhmh* to parallel the nnsoccesfal low pay dlapnta of 1971*79. 

Token stoppages will not chanpa the mind of Norman Fowler 
(Secretary of State for Social Services) or the bastards backing him 
In the Tory party. Mg business Tories do not listen to or understand 
concepts like justice and fair play. 

Firstly, Fowler is promising 
a better increase next year 
if this year* offer is accepted. 

This is pie in the sky crap aim¬ 
ed at disorients tin | this year’s 
struggle. THE STRUGGLE IS 
ALWAYS NOW. If they can 
promise a better increase in a 
year, they can afford to give 
one now. The Labour govern¬ 
ment used the same trick 
during the 1977 fire men's 
strike and afterwards reneged 
on the agreement. Divisions are 
already being fostered. One 
offer of 6.4 per cent is being 
offered to the nurses and one 
of 4 per cent to ancilliary 
workers. Even the moderate 
Royal College of Nursing 
members rejected the offer by 
two to one. The key to win¬ 
ning this dispute, as with 
any other, is unity. Activists 
and militants in each hospital 
must unite across sectional and 9 
union divides lo fi|hl for one bui|t otber of ^ 

increaae for ell. orjenieed working clean eepe- 

Even the offidel cleim of 12 cltl|y ^ w0 , k ,„ ^ the 
per cent il e pittence Compere pilbbc Mnady if „ 

It with increases offered to cku , , nm r„dooa on up 

Jod«n end top dvU servants ^ of , upport MiiU 

end the incresK given to the (or tbs health service workers, 
police over the lest three ^ , JulM 40000 minm „ 

ye4TV Yorkshire from 44 out of the 

region's 59 pits supported the 
PRACTICAL STEPS stoppage with a 24 hour strike. 

Twenty five thousand miners 

■file strengths of the campaign u sofcth Wales took the name , 
far outweigh the weakneaaes Ktial m l6 , une 
The practical steps needed to 
ensure victory are threefold. 

Firstly, the action must be Many postal workers, rail 
stepped up and intensified to «<* <*«tors face the 

the stage of accident and »*me attacks but the full-timers 
emergency cover only to Mch will only call 

Secondly the control of for • “•*** flghtbeck if forced 
the dispute must be taken out *®- ttruggle to build an 

of the hands of the Trade alliance can best and moat 

Union bureaucrats like Spans- effectively be fought in the 
wick of the TUC and Bicker- union branches and on the 
staffe of NUPE and the rank shop floor. Already dockers 
and file must build local com- have had a well supported one 
mitteee baaed on the hospitals day strike against the Tebbit 
to build and spread the dispute. Bill and the NUR has threaten- 

Thirdly, and moat impor- «d an all-out strike from 28 
tantiy, an alliance must be June over cutbacks. 



And so the Falkland Wanda 
Saga comas to an end, and 
after the expected boot of 
patriotic drum beating, things 
return to "normal". 

Margaret Thatcher sriU no 
doubt be lauded end prated by 
the media, and will perhaps 
even try to cadi in on her new 
found least of life by calling 
an tally general election. Mean¬ 
while the odd arillioa or so 
people periled onto the dole 
during her three yean of 
power, sriB cany on trying to 
work out how to buy their kids 
a new pair of Aoea. 

The squaddies, after their 

m w i\/l a4 a j4 Kb» it aa inilf n 

cxpfciiu uCiOfi welcome 
home, will soon be beck in 
barracks jumping to the orders 
of their upper dan officers, 
who in turn wfll no doubt be in 
great demand at many "Britain 
is Great Again" type celebra¬ 
tions. Celebrations thrown by 


other upper dan JWgofcts, who 
■peat the whole episode safely 


lag dan men who make ap 
meat of the armed forces, to 
die for "their " country. 

The report an on the "Sun” 
newspaper wfll soon forget 
screaming headlines about 
the "ArgUe" and wfll get back 
to giggling, 'nudge wink’ stories 
about tits and bums. 

Yes. things wfll soon be 
beck to normal - except for the 
wives whose husbands wont be 
coming home, and the children 
growing up with faded photo¬ 
graphs of the father they once 
knew. The hnabandj and fathers, 
their names already forgotten 
by moat. who wifl never return 
from a place they had never 
even heard of three months 
ago 

.4a the victorious fleet re¬ 
turns home 


Why Red Action? 


The postal workers union 
has threatened industrial action 
if any attacks on the over 60s 
are pushed through and there 
is fettering anger over differen¬ 
tials between their members 
and management/supervisors 
pay. Local government worsen 
are faced with cuta and privati¬ 
sation schemes (plans to hand 
the work to private companies). 

A united struggle in support 
of the health worker* would be 
the biggest threat posed to 
Thatcher on the economic 
front since she took power. 
The fight could overflow from 
being a wage dispute into a 
dispute about power and 
control, thus leading to a 
direct political threat to the 
Tories. 

Already Jim Prior's 1980 
Employment Act, which made 
illegal secondary picketing and 
industrial action by workers 
sympathetic to, but not direct¬ 
ly involved in a dispute, has 
taken a knock. 

Three yeera of apathy, 


mnAinuiwa 

7T 


sabotage and collaboration 
could be swept away hi one 
united effort to get rid of the 
Tories and restore the National 
Health Service to enable people 
to receive medical treatment 
according to their needs, not 
their bank balances. 


WHEN Red Action waa formed 
lata in 1981, we had no choice 
but to organise ourselves as 
some of us had been kicked 
out of the SWP 

The reasons given for our 
expulsions were many and 
varied, and often ridiculous, 
but the enact aaent waa always 
the same; the intellectual 
mostly middle-dam, ax etudent 
leadership showed their dis¬ 
taste for the raucous manners 
of their working dam member¬ 
ship 

We arc proud of the image 
of being able to back up our 
words with action, but wa have 
been accused of being no 
better than the faadrta, a squad 
of “ m a ch o boot-boys". This is 
particularly insulting in the 
courage and commitment of 
the women in the poap. 

We believe that we cm 
justify our existence to the 
most critical and cynical 
audience of afl - the working 


Rad Action seeks to become 
an organisation in that image. 
To win the trust and respect 
of ordinary, working elms 
people by proving its coo 
rieteucy and dedication in 
action. 

We do not seek to imitate 
the traditional left, we seek to 
work in areas that they neglect 
We wfll be attempting to 
preacut socialist politics in a 
way that identifies with work¬ 
ing dam people in their life, 
their work and their leisure. 

We will continue to 
physically defend socialist 
initiativm from fascist die 
ruption and attack, and we will 
support, where we can, the 
struggle for trhh liberation. 

We do not attempt to 
•omaatictm or underestimate 
the task we are undertaking, 
hat we believe we cm take the 
first steps towards creating a 
real workers organisation 

Wa have few members, no 


STi 


London Transport are attempt¬ 
ing to introduce new schedules, 
with the intention of taking 
859 buses off the rood out of 
• fleet of 5,099. In order to 


tramp orf, soma staff at 
London Transpor t garagm, are 
refuring to co-operate with the 

new s ch edules. Immediately at 


We believe that sods hem 
belongs to the working rims 
and that any true socialist 
organisation, most be able to 
give a lend to the dam, but it 
must also be able to reflect the 
spirit tad consciousness of the 
class. 

stake art over 490 inside staff 
jobs, plus over 350 craftsmen 
and apprentices jobs. Operating 
staff could face similar 'cuts'. 

The fight for jobs is also a 
fight to save public transport. 
Wa must 0vt every support to 
London Transport workers re¬ 
fusing to operate the new 
schedule. 


reeourem. We do have the total 
dedication and commitment 
of ail our members. If yon 
agree with, nr have s ym pa thy 
with us, pteam support us - 

Lu ^ — _ 

MB« OC®»(IRf 

financially nr su pporti ng our 

activities. 

The London Transport 
Trsda Union Defence Comnut 
tee. supported by the T.U.C 
Transport industries Comm¬ 
ittee si* organning a march 
and rally on Saturday. 10th 
July, amembliug at 11.30am at 
Speakers Comer, Hyde Park. 
March to a rally at Trafalgar 
Square at 2pm. 


RED ACTION CONGRATULATE THE BRADFORD 12 ON THEIR AQUITTAL 

SELF DEFENCE IS NO OFFENCE! 







NEITHER JOHN BULL 


NOR JUAN GAUCHO 


What would bw bam hard to imagfan* a faw waaka back baa now raved about the “Arty 
happa u ad. Out bitba loth AtMntk, tba Fall rM a i i /M a h g n ii war, aors", rite baa not aald nucb to 
fought over a bit of land which, quite honestly, moat people bad condemn tba Zionist war off an- 

nauar board of but on, dahuad tba Uuaa of hradtada of wocttag da atvaa to L a ban on and tba Mid- 
pau p la. Tba war, aud aD tba blood aad brutality aaaodatad with It, die Eaat - yat another lapaey 
acttpaad everything aka - tba baahb workers pay kaputt, tba fight of Britain* Imperials pm. 
of tba tbraa million unemployed for tba right to work, aad docent At the end of (ha day, while 

unpopular Thatcher may enjoy ihort term 
popularity, die cannot escape 
the fact that the islands are 
completely dependant on 
Argentina for supplies and 
communications. This, coupled 
with her natural alignment 
with the likes of Oaltieri, in her 


social security benefits - aad 
•ornaments this century a 

It must be recognised that 
there was a degree of popular 
support for the war, though 
not to the extent that the pop¬ 
ular prass would have us 
believe. But what was the war 
fought for and why do we in 
Red Action think that it was 
not in the interests of work¬ 
ing people? 

For a start the war had no¬ 
thing to do with self-determi¬ 
nation for the lSOOFalklanders. 
British Governments until 
recently had never really cared 
for them, most of them are 
tenants of the Falkland Islands 
Company and they have to 
leave the islands when they sre 
too old to work. For all That¬ 
chers talk of them being Bri¬ 
tish, her very own government 
pushed through a law, (the 
1981 Nationality Act) denying 
them the automatic right of 
entry to Britain. And until the 
war blew up, talks had been 
going on with the Argentinians 
aimed at handing the islands 
over to Argentina - talks 
which did not take into 
account the wishes of the 
islanders. 

It must also be recognised 
that geographically, historically 
and economically, the islands 
are tied to Argentina, and just 
because some drunk sailor 
or smuggler put a union jack 
on a bit of land a hundred 
or so yean ago - doesn't in 
any way make that island 
British! 

The war also had nothing 
to do with resisting the 
fascist dictatorship of Argen¬ 
tina or with international law. 
Britain used to supply arms to 
Argentina, and still does to 
Chile, one of the most right 
wing, repressive countries in 
the world, it was people like 


one of the 

of life. 

Prince Phillip, Tory and Lab¬ 
our M.P.I, who wined and 
dined with Oaltieri, while 
thousands of trade unionists 
and socialists were being 
butchered by his regime. 



and Rcanuis “world crusade 
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***** nrnh]pm^ f *a"H» solutions, 


Neither had the war any* 
thing to do with "deterring 
the aggressor" or putting off 
the bully boys. As right wing 
Tory M.P. Alan Clark put it, 
the effects of the war will be 
judged by the number of 
countries lining up to by the 
Seawolf and Exocet missiles. 
The war, if anything, will 
strengthen the view that might 
is right, and ail tinpot dictators 
and warmongers must arm 
themselves with even more 
determination. 

It is the height of hypocrisy 
for Thatcher to talk about self- 
determination, when Britain 
has denied that tame to 
the Irish people for ao long, 
and maintains an army of 
occupation in the north of 
Ireland. It hae been predeely 
scumbags like bar, Reagan and, 
yaa, Brtthnev, who have main¬ 
tained all aorta of brutal rcprea- 
sive regimes around the world. 
While Thatcher ranted aad 


against communism", may lead 
her to make some sort of deal 
with the Argentinians, some 
time in the future. 

No, the war was all about 
saving facet and diverting 


people’s attention from the 
economic mess which both 
Britain and Argentina are in. 
The Argentinian junta, faced 
with runaway inflation, mid 
rising unatnpioyment, and an 
increaain^y restiem working 
dam - who could no longer be 
kept in their place by meet 
executions and torture camps 
- launched the invasion of the 
Malvinas in the knowledge that 
it would bring them support, 
and divert attention from tha ' 
country'll problems. As for 
Thatcher, tha war was aQ about 
saving her face and keeping her 
Iron Lady image intact (after 
ail what was a few hundred 
lives worth?) - and she has 
partly succeeded in this. The 
real issues for us in Britain are 
mass unemployment, wages, 
anti-union laws, attacks on the 
N.H.S. and the welfare state, 
the nudeer arms race and ao 
on. Not, by any stretch of the 
imagination, whose flag flies on 
a small island 8,000 miles 
away! The war was also an 
opportunity for our rulers and 
generals to show that Britain 
- their Britain - is still ‘great’ 
and wipe out memories of the 
Suer Canal debacle of the 
1950*i, when a similar military 
adventure in the Middle Eaat 
led to a humiliating defeat for 
Britain. 


Wa in Rad Action art 
international socialists Wa 
made no bones about opposing 
the war. h was not a mad war 
- far from It It waa a carefully 
p Mn na d war, aud not tha remit 
of some irrational decision. We 


i-ftirru 

my that the war bad nothing 

to do with the real problems 

both 

_ 

people talk of “tke notional 
Interest", whose interest la it? 
Did the people who run this 
country fight the war? The 
answer is no. The national 
interest is theirs and not ours. 
For us the main enemy is at. 
borne. A war which served 
the interests of Thatcher end 
the like, a war whose effect 
was to unite m with the homes, 
a war which took away atten¬ 
tion from the fight ageinet 
unemployment, the fight for a 
better world - Is not our war. 

Saying that the main enemy 
for us is Thatcher, the Tories 
and the Labour members who 
follow her so slavishly, dots 
not mean that we supported 
the Argentinian regime in any 
sense. We would hope that the 
Argentinian defeat might lead 
to the overthrow of the junta 
by the only force capable of 
overthrowing it - the Argenti¬ 


nian working class. We have 
more in common with them 
than with Thatcher and Co. We 
both face the same problems 
and cannot see our struggle 
in isolation from theirs. The 
struggle of the Polish workers 
egtiMt the so-called communist 
government of Poland, the 
struggle of the low paid workers 
in Britain, and the struggle of 
the Argentinian workers is all 
P«rt and parcel of the same 


fight against tha common 
enemy - the ruling class. 

Inai/1 table Jam. 

While we opposed the war 
we art not in any senes paci¬ 
fists. We believe that wars are 
inevitable under tbe type of 
society and the system we live 
under. War la politics conti¬ 
nued by violent means, and la 
batically tbe way in which 
different ruling desses defend 
their interests and their 
DTO f it«5. 

The sort of war that we believe 
in is the 


rer, til* war 

against Thatcher and* he bosses, 
end everything they stand for. 
That is why for us, as the Ger¬ 
man socialist Kail Uebkniecht 
•aid at the ontaet of the First 
World War, the main enemy is 
at home’. 


SUBSCRIBE 

TQ 


RED ACTION 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

For a mere £3 you can have tbe next 12 issues of Red Action 
delivered to your door. This helps us build the regular sales of tbe 
paper, and help us to ensure that the paper comet out on time, 
aad makes the paper a tittle more financially viable. We have ■ print 
order of 1,500 copies sad we aeB nearly 1 ,000 of these. It costs 
about £170 to produce tbe paper, and we receive about £100 beck. 

Your regular order wiB help us to reduce our tomes. So why not 
•end us £3 in tomorrow ! post? Cheques and postal orders should 
be mad* payable to Red Action, thank you. 

P. 8 . You could tend more than £3 if you were ao Inclined.... 

Name... 

Address. 


3ox *ing*l«nrt l »igh Street,Londoner, 


NOR begins bombs r 



The recent tssaarinstion attempt on tbe Israeli ambassador in 
Loud o n led to immediate retaliatory air-raids on Syria and to an 
Israeli iavatiou of Lebanon. 

The deaths of hundreds of innocent Syrian and Lebanese civilians 
in response to an attempt on the life of a government 
official, is no more than a repeat of methods used by the Nazis 
against Jewish and gentile communititm during the Second World 
War. The state of Israel has invaded neighbouring Arab territory 
countless times since its formation in 1948. Tbe excuse for this 
latest invasion is the usual one - Israel has to flush out Palestinian 
"guerillas" 

The so-called terrorists are, 
in fact, Arab people kicked out 
of their homeland by the • 

Israeli state during the past 
35 yean. In that time Israel 
has taken over large areas of 
Arab territory and forced 
thousands of poor Arab people 
into refugee campe. 

The captured land is used 
to accommodate immigrating 
Jewish people coming to settle 
in their ‘promised land' of . 

Israel. The Israelis firmly be¬ 
lieve they have a God-given 
right to the area while the 
Palestinian liberation Organis¬ 
ation, becked by Arab govern¬ 
ments and Soviet imperialists, 
are fighting for the right of 
their people to return to 
their homeland. 

Londoner Frank Leigh re¬ 
cently visited land and told 
Red Action how the war 
affecta ordinary people on 
both sides of the Arab/laraeli ' 
divide. 

“Arabs who remain on 
Israeli occupied soil are de¬ 
prived of almost all rights. 

Very few have proper joba and 
even fewer are allowed to vote. 

Jobe are reserved for Jewish 
immigrants who are settled 
further and further away from 
the original Jewish areas in the 
west of the country as less 


space 

the present attack on Lebanon 
is over, you can bet that Israel 
will hold on to a lump of 
Lebanese land to accommodate 
Jewish immigrants. 

"Arabs are kept in a pos¬ 
ition of political and economic 
slavery. The inflation rate is 
160 per cent and was recently 
as high as 1000 per cent. The 
cost of living is similar to oun 
yet the typical wages of an 
Arab working in a Jerusalem 
tourist bar is £15 for a 91- 
hour week! 

“Most Arab families in 
Jerusalem and the occupied 
Jordan West Bank try to make 
a living running a market 
staU, which in placss literally 
line the roads, 02 else they 
become taxi-drivers. 

“But so many have to 
resort to this that prices am 
kept so low as to make it 
impoauble to earn a living 
wage at all 


“Jericho, the largest city on Syrian rbconaissance? No-one 
the West Bank is terrible. The knows. , 
houses am ancient, falling “braeli censorship is so 

down and insanitary. Bagging that even Jews prefer 
is rife and there are no proper to tune to Jordanian 

roads because the Israeli gov- TV for news of the war. Arabs 
eminent won’t build them in tre t^Pt completely ignorant 
Arab areas unless they need to °* the P.L.O. and school- 
transport troops there. The children who consider it a 
whole West Bank is crawling P™ k to raise the Palestinian 
with troops and military n »* For this reason 

a visitor who mentions the 
P.LO. or its leader Yasser 
Arafat is fust told off for 
getting you both into possible 
trouble by even saying it and 
then meets delight of your 
awareness ot the struggle. 

“But the air of intimidation 
does not just exist in Arab 
areas Everywhere in city and 
countryside, there is someone 
with a sub-machine gun. Girls 
and boys are trained at 14 for 
the Israeli militia and actually 
patrol the streets with full 
responability for the loaded 
weapons. At the slightest sign 
of trouble, a soldier comes 
running pointing his gun and 
ready to use it. 

"All Israelis, men and 
women are conscripted into 
the 

army at school leaving age and 
the Jewish people are indoc¬ 
trinated with this desperate 
survival and siege mentality. 

"Yet most of the pop¬ 
ulation of Tel Aviv and other 
west coast towns are from 
European families who went to 
Israel to forget their suffering 
at the hands of Hitler’s Nazis 
and start a new life at the end 
of world war two. It's a trag¬ 
edy that this persecuted people 
should find it necessary to 
oppress the impoverished and 
invaded Arab people." 


vehicles. Checkpom® BPSIktr 
every few miles at which Arab 
taxi drivers swear under theu 
breath at the heavily armed 
soldiers and then take out their 
hatred of the occupiers on 
innocent passengers whose 
governments support Israel. 

“Five kilometres from the 
Deed Sea on the occupied West 
Bank/Jordanian border there 
starts an area of curfew where 
everyone must leave the border 
area between 4pm and dawn. 
Dead Sea swimmers are inter¬ 
rupted by distant shelling. 
Fighting or training? No-one is 
sure. 

“The disputed city of Jerus¬ 
alem, holy to Jews, Moslems 
and Christians is reasonably 
safe. No-one dare damage it. 
When Israel took it in 1967 
. both sides used only handguns 
Yet the air-raid sirens are still 
likely to sound during the 
night. Locals take no notice. 
Everyone else panics. A flight 










On Saturday, 24* April, 
the National Front Mid their 
annual Stint George's Day 
march, thla yaar In Black¬ 
pool. A vary half haartad 
attempt waa made to organise 
an Anti-Nad League count* 
damonatratiea which turned 
out to be a depressing failure. 
Ultimately a group of about 
ISO anti-fadata held a abort 
march around the town and 
ware grateful to hare the 
police bet w ee n them and 
aetotal hundred aggressive 
and confident fascists. And 
ao the eteady demiae of the 
AJf.L. goes on and on. 

From the heady daya of 
77.78 and 79, when thou- 
aanda turned out in London, 
Leiceeter, Machester, etc, and 
forced the Front to be 
completely dependent on the 
police to be able to march at 
all, we now aee anti-racists 
needing police protection 
themselves. How - and why 
- hat this happened 0 

The A.N.L. was founded 
in late 1977 and toon found 
itself riding on the crest of 
a popular wave. It succeeded 
in uniting various shades of 
political opinion under one 
banner. Its specific aim was 
to expose the National Front 
(who at the time were attract¬ 
ing growing electoral support) 
m a fascist organisation run 
by confirmed Nazis. 

A large number of show 
business and celebrity figures 
lent their names to it, some of 
them as nominal leaders, but 
they were never more than 
figure heads to attract support. 
All real policy decisions were 
taken by the political figures 
responsible for the day to day 
running of the League. 

The 1979 election proved 
how successful the League had 


What have Hitler, Mussolini, 
and Franca in common? 
Fascism is the Ukely answer, 
but there is another, the 
Catholic Church. Both Catho¬ 
licism and Fascism are auto¬ 
cratic (ruled by one man). 
Both insist on the submission 
of the individual to the system 
Both see communism as the 
main enemy, and both were to 
be close allies from the eirty 
19201 to the 19401. 

As soon as Mussolini took 
power in 1922 he set about 
smashing the workers’ organ¬ 
izations, from the peasants 
leagues to the workers syn¬ 
dicates. AU were ruthlessly 
suppressed with many murden 
and disappearances. 

The Vatican’s response: 
“The Vatican realises that 
Mussolini is the only man who 
can steer the ship of state into 
smoother waters, and give 
Italy the strong hand she 
needs.” Foreign Office report 
2Sth February 192$. The offi¬ 
cial Vatican newspaper "Obser- 
vatore Romano' wrote, “the 
new currents, new forces, the 
new attitude of the government 
stand out prominently and 
undeniably above ail the old 
petty party notions.” 4th Nov 
1925. 

Cardinals and bishops were 
clamouring over each other to 
praise the faacist regime. Even 
the Pope referred to Mussolini 
as "the man sent by provi¬ 
dence M . In 1932 Mussolini 
received the Papal Order of the 
Golden Spur. 

When Mussolini‘i armies in- 



YOUR 
SLIP IS 
SHOWING 



been, when the Front com¬ 
pletely failed to achieve their 
hoped for breakthrough, and 
for a short time retreated in 
disarray, the respectable image 
they were looking for firmly 
nailed. 

Since than the League has 
slowly but surely slid closer to 
oblivion, whilst the Front 
have re-emerged alongside the 
British Movement with s more 
openly aggressive and violent 
character. 

The A.N.L. leadership has 
totally failed to re-organise the 
League to face this new emer¬ 
gence. No-one would expect to 
maintain the massive Carnival 
turnouts indefinitely, but there 
were still many committed 
anti-fascists up and down the 
country, who have been left 
high and dry with little or no 
direction or leadership. 

It is difficult to know for 
certain why this has happened. 
Perhaps those responsible saw 
the A.N.L. as a pool from 
which they could fish for new 
members for their own org¬ 
anisations, and they are no 
longer interested now that they 
have played that for all it is 
worth. Possibly they do believe 
that the fascists are no longer 
a threat, now that they are not 
facing imminent electoral 
success, although it is difficult 


to imagine how anybody could 
hold auch a view, in the face of 
the constant and rising num¬ 
bers of attacks on racial min¬ 
orities - and socialists - 
over the last two or three 
years. 

Whatever the reasons may 
be, if the A.N.L. leadership 
have no intention of attempt¬ 
ing to reactivate the League, 
they should come out and say 
so to the grassroots A.N.L. 
activists. Why has no confer¬ 
ence been called this year? 
Could it be that one or two 
people are apprehensive about 
the criticisms they would face? 

For our part, in Red Action, 
wa will continue to be active in 
the tradition of the A.N.L. We 


I have had some moderate 
success in uniting isolated anti¬ 
fascists already, and era will 
continue to assist anti-fascist 
activity wherever we can. 
Where A.N.L. groups are atill 
in existence we urge them to 
try and get soma kind of 
response from the leadership. 
To win the trust and raapect of 
the immigrant community, and 
indeed the working class as a 
whole, consistency la absol¬ 
utely vital. Nothing will alien- 
ate people more than giving 
them the impraarion that we 
are just jumping on and off 
bandwagons. We In Rad Action 
will oppose fascism wherever 
wa can, whenever we can, in 
any way we can. 


PAPAL BULLSHIT! 



vaded Abyssinia (Ethiopia) the 
Catholic Church gave its bless¬ 
ing to the war saying, “these 
soldiers, who on African soil, 
will conquer new and fertile 
lands for the Italian genius, 
thereby bringing them Roman 
and Christian culture.” 24th 
Oct. 1935. 

In Spain, with possible 
exception in the Basque region, 
the Catholic Church sided with 
Franco. On the Nationalist 
(Franco) front the clergy, 
according to the British repre¬ 
sentative with the nationalist 
forces were “exploiting the 
superstition and emotional 
character of the crowds, who 
would chant “Viva Christo 
Rey’ la unison with *Viva 
Franco’ ”, 


The Catholic Church had 
been a decisive factor in the 
Civil War, and helped set up 
and maintain Franco's total¬ 
itarian state. 

9th May 1931, even before 
Hitler had assumed power, 
Hermann Goring was having 
an audience with the Pope. The 
Vatican paper *ObMrvatore 
Romano' had this to say about 
Goring, “that he fought valian¬ 
tly against Bolshevism and, as 
police chief of Prussia, had 
taken firm measures against 
corruption and immorality.” 

Hitler had managed to des¬ 
troy all opposition to him, bar 
the Catholic dominated Centre 
Party. To gain absolute power 
he had to convince the Vatican 
to dissolve It’s political party. 
No problem, the Pope and Hit¬ 


ler signed a Concordat (agree¬ 
ment) to do away with the 
Centre Party in return for a 
few privileges for the Church. 

Within six months of its 
birth, the Third Reich had 
been given full approval by the 
highest spiritual power on 
earth! 

Many pleas were made to 
the Pope to condemn the 
invaaion of Poland, and then 
Belgium, Holland, and France. 
They fell on deaf ears. When 
Italy joined the war, the 
Vatican, Italian bishops, and 
clergy became vocal - but 
not against the war! The 
Italian press were printing 
daily pastoral Vetters from 
bishops ex presung their 
patriotism. Thirty bishops sent • 
a telegram to Musaolini rejoic¬ 
ing at the “inevitable victory 
of Italian arms”. Others 
announced that “Obedience to 
the state in war time is ordain¬ 
ed by God at a religious duty". 
Millions died as a result of 
thoae religious duties. 

The Pope on hie visit to 
Britain waa heralded aa the 
people’s Pope - the Cathode 
Church represented peace and 
freedom The bloody history 
of the Vatican from the Con¬ 
quistadors* in Latin America 
1519, to the support offasewm 
in the 19201 • 19401 ehowe 
the Vtricane red reactionary 
face. 


RARADISE 


LOS-r 


Work - the curse of the 
itihiirfm clamee. 

Visitors to thaac ahorea 
tnuet be amazed and bewilder¬ 
ed by the behaviour of the 
natives when last orders' are 
called. They could be forgiven 
for imagining from the reaction 
of the punters that the last ball 
eras connected to some electri¬ 
cal impulse in their seats. Faces 
contort and twitch and the 
glased eyas taka on a fanatical 
gleam. They race to the bar 
where they alternatively grovel 
and growl at the heartism bar 
staff. 

Occasionally having bribed 
or intimidated they will return 
to their table beaming vic¬ 
toriously, to the heartfelt con¬ 
gratulations of their mates, 
having spent the rent on a vast 
amount of booze they couldn't 
hope to consume in the allott¬ 
ed time. If you have ever mis¬ 
calculated because the bar 
clock has stopped and in con¬ 
sequence you suffered the 
numbing psychological shock 
of being booted out of the 
pub at eleven on a Saturday 
night still half way sober you 
will sympathize and under¬ 
stand such scenes of seemingly 
erratic behaviour. 


other European country. 
People are conned into ima¬ 
gining that becauae the law is 
so old and has become institu¬ 
tionalized that changing it. 
would be interfering with 
nature or something. 

The assumption is of course 
that though people may raise 
families, hold down responsible 
jobs, etc, they are still incap 
able of deriding when they've 
had enough to drink. The 
people who hold these opinions 
can drink themselves stupid in 
private clubs (and judging 
from some other laws passed 
by some of them it must 
remain a permanent condition). 
It is a similar attitude that cur¬ 
tails our freedom through 
censorship in other fields (ie. 
media, cinema, literature, etc.) 

People drink because they 
want to, and if it lessens the 
monotony of an otherwise 
mundane existence then it is 
a good thing. 

Some socialists would argue 
that people instead of forgett¬ 
ing temporarily the reality of 
their own existence through 
alcohol they would be better 
employed changing society. I 
disagree. Freedom is so infec¬ 
tious that the less control 



This ancient British custom 
has its origins in the early years 
of the First World War. Emer¬ 
gency powers were introduced 
by the government to limit the 
drinking time of the working 
classes from 19Vj hours to the 
savage 15Vi. This they hoped 
would ensure they would be 
fit for work in the munitions 
factorial. 

In the late 19th century 
and early 20th century the 
temperance movement had 
tremendous popular support 
and was much larger than CND 
is today. It was their influence 
and the mentality of prohibi¬ 
tion which allowed the Estab¬ 
lishment to bring in the Licen¬ 
sing Law on that Mack date in 
1921. This piece of infamous 
legislation restricted opening 
hours to 9V4 a day. This has 
basically remained unchanged 
to the present day. 

Now a campaign has been 
started to end this archaic law. 
It has substantial backing 
already, including the G.L.C., 
the London Tourist Board, 
C.A.M.R.A., Victuallers, some 
M.P.s, Red Action, etc. 

While the middle class lei¬ 
sure is impaired it is the work¬ 
ing class who really suffer. For 
it is they who basically build 
their whole social hfa around 
the pub. “Itl for your own 
good” paternalistic attitude 
that allows the State to govern 
our hves is a situation that 
would not be tolerated in any 


ordinary people have on their 
leisure the more intolerant we 
will become of the other 
illogical restrictions imposed 
on us. 

The Scots who are tfOT 
renowned for their temperate 
behaviour, have recently had 
their own archaic laws libera¬ 
lized. The dire consequences 
predicted by the opponents 
of the change have not mater¬ 
ialized. 

(i) prices would go up due 
to increased overheads - prices 
have in fact remained stable 
due to more revenue, the intro¬ 
duction of food etc. 

(si) aichoholiim would 
increase: - judging by surveys 
people seem to be drinking less 
more slowly. 

(iii) drink related crimes 
would increase dramatically: - 
in fact they have gone down 

There must surely be s 
connection between Glasgow's 
reputation for violence and the 
fact that the puba were turned 
out at 10 o'clock on Saturday 
night and remained closed until 
Monday morning. Licensing 
laws like that couldn’t improve 
any one 1 temper. 

Just remember, comrades, 
as you ponder over this fas¬ 
cinating artids the words of 
that famous Irish philosopher 
(T. Wogan), “yon an never 
drunk while you can atiB Ue 
on the floor without holding 
on." 





BE THEBE! 


RED ACTION 
IN ACTION 


On Friday A August, the TtOope Out Movement is • end “f*“ ii 
ddefatioo to Bettsst to Join the annual <l«»o«rir.tion Wd to _ 
oommemorate the introduction of internment without trial in 1071. 

This fc the third year thia trip haa bean held and hart wa print the 
impreerious of two people who attended in previous year* - » 

who went in 1010 and U*. who Joined the delegation laat year. 

First Danny: “One aide of 


my family is Irish ao 1 hare 
always felt a great sympathy t 
for the Irish struggle. When j 
I beard about the trip, I i 
straight away decided to go al¬ 
though I would be lying if 1 < 

said I wasn’t a hit nervous. We j 
reached Belfast on the Satur- , 
day morning and got one of , 
the “people’s taxis” to the , 
Republican Centre in the Low¬ 
er Falls Rd area. 

“As we got out of the taxis, 
there were fires burning in the 
road from rioting the night be¬ 
fore and we were told that 
someone had been rolled about 
30 yards from where we were 
the night before. So straight 
away, you had this feeling of 
stepping into something very, 
very different from what you 
were used to. “There was this 
massive slogan that seemed to 
stretch the entire length of 
this side street off the Falls; 
THIRTEEN DEAD OUT NOT 
FORGOTTEN, WE GOT 
EIGHTEEN AND 
MOUNTBATTEN. 

It was really impressive, 
about 20 feet off the ground. 

1 wondered how they had got 
up there to do it, just off the 
main road and round the com¬ 
er from an army camp. It look¬ 
ed as if it needed a scaffold 
built! 

“Me and a few mates decid¬ 
ed to go for a drink in a couple 
of pubs in the Fails. To tell 
you the truth. I had been 
wondering how the local peo¬ 
ple would react to us - whe¬ 
ther they might think we were 
just trying to be flash coming 
over. After all. the nationalist 
community of northern Ireland 
haven't got much reason to be 
in love with the British - but 
I couldn’t have been more 
wrong. 

“The overwhelming reaction 
of almost everyone there was 
one of warmth and welcome. I 
can’t think of anywhere in 
Fngland where you could take 
a Urge bunch of strangers and 
get such a friendly response 
from the locals. 
c .ki 

“But then the people are 
different. They are a united 
community from the oldest 
down to the very young. At 


the rally on the Sunday, I saw 
a bunch of skinheads carrying 
a banner saying VICTORY 
TO THE ARMAGH WOMEN. 
Can you inagM that over 
hare, a bunch of up and 
coming young lads, well coe- 
cious of their tough image, 
carrying a banner in support 
of the women instead of the 
much more publicised blanket 
men? 


The armoured ear sped off and 
then Ml the kJda stood aridt 


even began to know what it 


we drove off. THEY CLAPftt) 
AND CHEERED US! Us, who 
had been lying on the floor 
while tide of 1* and 17 ehaeed 
off an annouced ear. What a 
Joke! 

“I try not to be romantic 
about it ad, but it* difflcult. 

Poc aw. it was an exciting and 


“Waet Belfast h s com 
mltyatwar.lt is a war the* 


rows of 


May 8th saw the largMt Irish Republican demonstration in 
London for a number of yean. 5,000 marched to com¬ 
memorate the c ountsoes hunger strikers including Bobby 
Sands MP, who died opposing the attempts by the British 
government to criminaUse Republican prisoners. The 
Nazis who had been leafletting Brick Lane and other areas 
in an attempt to organise an attack on the march failed 
utterty to gat it together. A group of Nazis did turn up but 
Red Action supporters and members of one of the Glasgow 
flute bends soon drove them off, slightly the worse for 
sreer. Following this Red Action were given the honour of 
stewarding the excellent flute bend at die front of the 
march. 

The turnout on the march was all the more remarkable 
and inspiring for two reasons; first, the pro-British war 
hysteria created by the Ptdflandi/MaMnas crisis, second 
the absence of any significant support from a number of 
British socialist groups. 




Red Action supporters from London, Manchester and 
Bristol travelled to Blackpool for the Anti-Nazi League 
demonstration on St George’s Day. Along with moat people 
then, ws were concerned with the very disappointing turn 
out Reports have reached us that in the absence of a mam 
counter demonstration a few anti-racists later made sure 
that at least a few goose steppers had the smirk wiped off 
their faces. All true lovers of law and order will join us in 
deploring thia “squadist" behaviour! 

C.N.D. 

An estimated 250,000 turned out for the June 6th C.N.D. 
rally in Hyde Park. Red Action supporters sold papers and 
gave out leaflets condemning the sttempts by the Argentine 
fascist juste and the British Tory government to channel 
the rowing discontent of working people into war hysteria. 



Rad Action supporters were glad to be of amistence in 
stewarding an anti-raciet/asti-fasciat conference dedicated 
to the memory of a great and consistent exposer of the 
Nazi mensce - Maurice Ludmer (editor of the excellent 
monthly anti-fascist magazine ’Searchlight'). An over¬ 
whelming majority of the conference felt that the present 
leadership of the ANL had failed to demonstrate a similar 
consistency. 


“I suppose it was the 
teenagers who impressed me 
moat really. What they have 
seen and experienced seems to 
have given them a wisdom, 
maturity and courage far be¬ 
yond their yean. 

“As we were leaving the 
rally in a van to make our 
way back to the station, a 
Saracen armoured car stopped 
us and the soidiere got out and 
started questioning ua. Sudden¬ 
ly a gang of teenagers came 
round the comer and started 
throwing stones at the squad¬ 
dies. 

“They dived back in the 
Saracen and started firing plas¬ 
tic bullets at them. We all dived 
on the floor of the van but 
these kids just kept on coming, 
diving behind cars and garden 
walls but all the time advancing 


illuminating experience but, 
for those who have to live with 
it and face it every day. it is 
neither exciting, nor illuminat¬ 
ing, nor romantic. 

“The people I met in West 
Belfast are the noblest and bra¬ 
vest I have ever met. I can only 
feel proud that I have spent 
just one weekend among them, 
and humble when I remember 
their fantastic courage and 
spirit. It was the most moving 
experience of my life snd I 
wfll never be quite the same 
person again." 

nod M u*«our 

Liz says:- 

• a | had never experienced 
war before. I had heard and 
used the phrase The war in 
Ireland* but it wasn't until 1 
went to Belfast last year that 
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last years hunger strikes, and 
from every other bedroom 
window there hung s black flag, 
and almost every house showed 
a poster supporting the hunger 
strikers. 

u ! saw the British army in 
occupation. Seventeen year old 
'fighting men' toting rifles and 
lounging on street corners, or 
peering out of military vehicles. 
Sometimes they appeared 
young and timid, but nost 
were swaggeringly arrogant, 
and always threatening and 
frightening, constantly creating* 
feelings of fury and resentment. 
And then there were the police. 
No panda can here, but grey, 
menacing armoured can, 
patrolling constantly and al¬ 
ways in twoa, while the sur¬ 
veillance helicopter created a 
perpetual buzz over head. 

“The people I met astonish¬ 
ed me with their resilience, 
strength, bitterness and cour¬ 
age - with a sense of humour 
that somehow surfaced readily, 
even through all of this. The 
war touches them all - from 
the old women dressed in their 
beat clothes to go to mam, 
whom I met on Sunday morn¬ 
ing. to the children - some so 
small I would be worried about 
them crossing the road on their 
own - out in the in the streets 
building bonfires and barri¬ 
cades, toting make-believe guns 
and trading plastic bullets for 
badgss, sweets or hard cash.” 


FALK LANDS 


A smaQ group of Red Action supporters dealt with 25 
Young Conservatives in Hyde Park. The Young Con- • 
■ervatives, covered in Union Jacks, were opposing an anti¬ 
war demonstration. While the anti-war demonstrators 
politely chanted at these true blue shit bags, the Red 
Action supporters decided a more militant approach was 
needed. After a brilliant strategic manoeuvre in the finest 
Faiklandi tradition, their flags were captured and de¬ 
stroyed! Before the jobs could be finished the police 
stormed in and Rad Action withdrew. Some of the more 
adventurous demonstrators immediately came and bought 
copies of ‘Red Action’ - while others (typically) resorted 
to slagging off the Red Action initiative. 


These two reactions are 
fairly representative of most of 
the people that we have spoken 
to. Every one stressed the 
warmth of the welcome from 
the community and the over¬ 
whelming effect of being 
amongst something that has 
become so familiar, in the 
papers and on the television, 
that we sometimes forget what 
it actually is - a war being 
waged on our doorstep. 

Everyone of ns In the 
socialist movement In this 
country hae much to be 
ashamed of when we think of 


Ireland, and It takas more than 
• weekend trip once s year to 
wipe away a year of pious talk 
and no action. But at least it 
is a start. The British army of 
occupation are our sons and 
brothers, acting in our name. 
If, because of us going over 
there, just one of them begins 
to question his role, then it 
will have been worthwhile. Red 
Action will be there. We urge 
you to he there too. Take this 
opportunity to Mww the 
Nationalist people of Northern 
Ireland that their struggle b 
not forgotten over here. 


6-^AUGUST 


Red Aetioo will he organ bin | transport for the Troops Oot dele 

gation to Betthet and hops to arrange H cheeper than usual. For th< 
latest information contact Box 44,134, Unfriend High Street. Et. 
as soon as poaribk. Ths Troops Out number b 147 2004 




